
GENESIS 
An Outline 

 
Part One:  Prologue:  Genesis 1-11 

I.  “In the Beginning:” An Overview of Creation: 1:1-2:3 
II.  Adam: Eve: and Rebellion in the Garden:  2:4-3:24 
III.   Civilization and the Spread of Violence:  4:1-24 

A. Cain and Abel:  4:1-16 
B. Cain’s Decedents:  4:17-24 
C. The Birth of Seth and the Name of Yahweh:  4:25-26 

IV.  From Adam to Noah: the Linage of Seth:  5:1-32 
V.  Noah and the Flood:  6:1-9: 28 

A. God’s Patience Tried: 6:1-8 
B. Judgment Upon Humanity: The Flood:  6:9-7:24 
C. The Waters Abate: Grace and a Promise: 8:1-22 
D. A New Beginning: 9:1-28 

a. “The Image of God:” 9:1-7 
b. The Covenant with Noah: 9:8-17 
c. The Sons of Noah:  9:18-28 

VI. The Table of Nations: 10:1-32 
A. Descendants of Japheth:  10:2-5 
B. Descendants of Ham: 10:6-20 
C. Descendants of Shem: 10:21-31 

VII. The Tower of Bable: 11:1-9 
VIII. The Linage of Abraham: 11:10-32 

 
Part Two: “Promise and Fulfillment.”  The Stories of Israel 
        Patriarchs and Matriarchs – Gen. 12-50 

I. Abraham and Isaac: 12-20 
A. Call and Promise: 12:1-3 
B. Journey to the Land of Promise: 12:4-9 
C.  Descent to Egypt: 12:5-20 
D. Abram and Lot: 13-14 
E. The Promise and Covenant 15 
F. Sarah, Hagar, and Ishmael: Human Attempts to Fulfill the Promise: 16 
G. Covenant and Circumcision: 17 
H. An Astounding Promise: 18:1-15 
I. Sodom and Gomorrah: 18:16-19:29 
J. Ammon and Moab: 19:30-37 

II. Israel and Rebekah:  21-26 
A. Birth of Isaac : 21:1-7 
B. Ishmael and Hagar: 21:8-21 
C. Abraham and Beersheba: 21:22-34 
D. God Tests Abraham: 22 



E. Death and Burial of Sarah: 23 
F. Rebekah: A Wife for Isaac: 24 
G. Abraham’s Death: 25:1-11 
H. Descendants of Ishmael: 25:12-18 
I. Isaac and Esau: Rebekah’s Sons: 25:19-34 
J. Promise to Isaac: 26 

III. Jacob and Rachel:  27-36 
A. A Stolen Birth Right: 27 
B. Jacob’s Wives and Children: 28:1-31:55 

1. Journey to Padan-Aram: 28:1-5 
2. Jacob’s First Encounter With God:  28:10-22 
3. Jacob Marries Rachel and Leah:  29 
4. Sons and Daughters of Jacob: 30:1-24 
5. A Shrewd Deal and Flight From Laban: 30:25-31:55 
6. Jacob and Esau: 32:1-33:20 

a. Jacob’s Clever Strategies and a Desperate Prayer 32:1-23  
b. A Divine Encounter and a New Name: 32:24-32 
c. Reunion with Esau: 33:1-20 

7. The Rape of Dinah: 34 
8. Back to Bethel and the Promise Renewed:  35:1-15 
9. The Birth of Benjamin and Rachel’s Death:  35:16-21 
10. Sons of Jacob Recounted: 35:22-26 
11. Death of Isaac: 35:27-29 
12. Esau’s Descendants:  36 

IV. Joseph and the Entry into Egypt:  37-50 
A. Sold Into Slavery: 37:1-36 
B. Interlude – Judah and Tamar: 38 
C. From Slave to Prime Minister: 39:1-41:57 

1.  A Steward in Potiphar’s House: 39:1-6 
2. Betrayal and Imprisonment: 39:7-23 
3. Master Interpreter of Dreams: 40:1-41:36 
4. Joseph Installed as Prime Minister: 41:37-45 
5. Joseph’s Two Sons – Manasseh and Ephraim: 41:50-52 
6. Years of Abundance: Years of Famine: 41:46-49; 53-57 

D. Jacob’s Sons (Joseph’s Brothers) Come to Egypt: 42-50 
1. Joseph’s Brother’s First Visit to Egypt: 42:1-38 
2. A Second Journey to Egypt: 43:1-34 
3. A Final Test: 44:1-34 
4. Joseph Reveals His Identity 45:1-28 
5. Jacob come to Egypt: 46:1-47:28 
6. Jacob’s Blessing and Death: 47:29-49:33 
7. The Burial of Jacob: 50:1-14 
8. Joseph’s Final Days in Egypt: 50:15-26 



NAMES FOR GOD IN GENESIS 

 

Name Meaning: Scripture Reference 
 

El God Gen. 33:20 
 

Elohim Plural of Masjesty Gen. 1 
 

El Shaddai God Almighty Gen. 17:1; All Powerful; 28:3, 
35:11; 43:14, 48:3; 49:25 
 

El Elyon God Most High 
Exalted One 
Maker of Heaven and Earth 
 

Gen. 14:18, 22 

El Roi God of Seeing Gen. 16:18 
 

El Olam Everlasting God Gen. 21:33 
 

El Bethel God of Bethal 
House of God 
 

Gen. 31:13; 35:7 

Yahweh I Am that I Am Gen. 4:26; 15:7; 28:13, 
Exodus 3, Compare 6:2-3 
 

Yahweh-Jireh The Lord Will Provide Gen 22:14 
 

 

 

Other Names for God 

God of My Father  Gen. 31:42 

God of Abraham  Gen. 31:42 

Fear of Isaac   Gen 31:42 

Shield of Abraham  Gen. 15:1 

 



Promise and Fulfillment in Genesis 

 

I.  The Covenant Made with Abraham: Genesis 12:1-3; 17: 1-8 
 
1. A Three-fold Promise: 

A.  Land 
B. Many descendants   
C. Divine blessing and protection 

 
2. Universal Purpose: in Abraham’s descendants “all the families of the earth shall 

find blessing” 

 

II.  The Promises Repeated to Abraham’s descendants 
 
1.  To Isaac:     Gen 26:3-4 
2.  To Jacob:    Gen 28:13-14 
3.  To Joseph:  Gen 50:24  

 
III.  Six Promises in Genesis 

     
1. Promise of a son:  18:10 
2. Promise of descendants: 12:2; 13:14-17; 15:5, 16; 22:17-18; 26:2-5, 24-25; 28:3-

4, 13-15; 35:11-13; 46:3-4; 48:3-4, 16,19 
3. Promise of  Divine presence and help: 12: 3; 26:3,24; 28:15; 31:3 
4. Promise of land: 12:7; 13:14-17; 15:7-21; 26:3-4; 28:4, 13-15; 35:12; 48:3-4; 

50:24 
5. Promise of Blessing to others: 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:3-4; 28:14 
6. Promise of a Covenant: 17:7-8 

 
IV.  New Testament References: 

 
1. Acts 3:24 
2. Acts 7:2-8 
3. Galatians 3:28-29 
4. Hebrews 11:8-22 


